CONCEPT NOTE
DISPLACEMENT AND HUMANITARIAN AID
 
TOPIC: SILENT HEROES – CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE REFUGEE CRISIS. PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM 
OBJECTIVES

1. Highlight the role of civil society in the current refugee crisis at local, national and global level. Share good practices and pinpoint critical issues and challenges faced by those actors as they engage with international processes and demonstrate the various ways in which civil society can be instrumental in the implementation of the Agenda 2030 development framework based on the standards and principles of human rights.
2. 
Discuss the relationship between institutional aid systems and spontaneous civil society clusters. Highlight the need of civic action in order to implement the SDGs and attenuate the refugee crisis all in finding a balance with governmental tasks and responsibilities. Stress the need of accountable development and crisis relief policy.
3. Explore the boundaries and chances of civic engagement concerning global crises and the role of multilateral governmental accountability. Question whether the global community needs to take a more responsible approach to civil and regional conflicts. Examine whether civil society is able to increase governmental liability within the global politics system.
BACKGROUND
Forced displacement threatens to reverse much of the development progress made in recent decades (A/69/L.85). As governments struggle on how to cope with the increasing stream of refugees and UN agencies are incapable of handling the situation unilaterally, civil society actors organise spontaneous help as a response to political halt. 
The role of individual and loose civil society actors in refugee aid is barely addressed in the UN context. Still, those individuals relieve the refugees as governments are incapable of handling the situation. After more than 70 refugees were found suffocated in a bus in Austria, there was a strong social reaction. Not willing to accept the status quo, people started voluntary campaigns, projects and other initiatives to support those in need. Hundreds of people went to the train stations in Austria and Germany in order to help the masses of refugees. These people are private persons, red cross volunteers, NGOs and many others who get little or no salary.
THEMATIC FOCUS: PARTICIPATION Of VOLUNTEERS IN THE INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE CRISIS. PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM.
There is а growing recognition of the role that civil society and volunteers play in supporting refugees in need. Still, burdens arising from the refugee crisis have to be shared; volunteers cannot take over governmental tasks in the long run or even serve as an excuse for holistic governmental responses. What is the relationship between volunteer aid and state authorities? How do spontaneous initiatives develop and institutionalize? Which fields of work should be carried by volunteers and which ones should stay in the area of state expertise? How can civil pressure, solidarity and initiatives transform the decision-making of a government? How can state actors be held accountable for their national, global and multilateral work concerning the refugee crisis?
Currently, these voluntary helpers are the “silent heroes” of the refugee crisis. Not only in Europe but all over the world, individuals start stepping in and help altruistically. The aim of this event is not only to discuss the role of those silent heroes, but also to give them a face. Youth Delegates from all over the world have collected individual stories and pictures of these silent helpers, giving them tribute and giving insights on the reason why those people dedicate their time, what touched them and what they think has to change. We need to stress the importance of individual change-makers that serve as role models and carry regional cooperation up to a global scale.
LOCATION AND DATE
The Side Event will be held in New York on Thursday 15th October 2015, 13.15 – 14.30 in the German Mission to the United Nations, 871 United Nations Plaza
Contact person: Alexander Kauschanski
Email: alexander@jugenddelegierte.de
